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By DENISE T. WARD,
CFAY, Public Affairs

artha Blount isn’t your average

disc jockey. It’s not about the way

she spins beats, or the way she
dances with her crowd. She can hold her
own with the best of them, and has done
so for nearly 20 years.

Blount, better known as D.J. Martha,
rocked Club Alliance every Thursday to
the smooth beats of Latin music for Salsa
Night. What sets her apart from the rest is
that she not only loves the music she plays,
she grew up surrounded by it, having
grown up in Brooklyn, New York to Puerto
Rican parents who made Latin music a part
of their life.

“It’s a passion for me. I love music,”
Blount said. “It’s a way to introduce
culture. We have Mexicans, Pan
Americans, and Puerto Ricans, and the
music is different. But, I find that all
cultures like Salsa music.

“Salsa is a mixture of Afro-Cuban
rhythms and Latin jazz.”

She said her history and knowledge of
the music is what gives her an edge over
her younger counterparts.

“They’re never going to know the
music I know,” she said. “The old school
is important. That’s where they’re getting
all the new stuff, from the old school.”

Blount said it’s been interesting to
witness the popularity of Latin and salsa

Meet the Yokosuka community, one person at a time.

is a mixture of Latin and Rap music, and
is a growing fascination among younger
audiences. While Blount said she respects
the new music, she prefers to stick to her
roots.

Blount got her start behind the
microphone after her parents moved to
Hawaii in 1971. She worked as a disc
jockey in Hawaii for 15 years, and in
various other parts of the United States
before moving to Yokosuka in 2001.

“I started with 10 records, a unit and

an interview before leaving, she recalled
fond memories of her time in Japan and
expressed a deep appreciation for the
support she has received.

“First of all, thanks to God who has
given me the strength to do this,” she said.
“I really believe it keeps me going.”

Blount also acknowledged her family,
Morale, Welfare and Recreation club
managers, and all those who came out to
dance to her beats.

“I want to really thank the Yokosuka

“I want to really thank the Yokosuka
community for giving me the support they
have throughout the years, and definitely
the Japanese community because they
stepped in powerfully.”

music, and how other genres have been
born from it. There is merengue, bachata
and more recently Reggaeton. Reggaeton

June 6, (left) Kathryn Dittmer of the Yokosuka Girl Scouts donates over 200
books to the base library, and (right) Kevin R. Jones, Supervisory Librarian,
receives the books. Dittmer collected the books as part of her Gold Scout
Award, the highest achievement in Girl Scouts. The books are all on the
Department of Defense Dependent Schools reading list and were collected
from the community along with monetary donations.

[Photo by Kazuyuki Takagi, CFAY Public Affairs]

two speakers,” she said. “I started playing
on base (at Scoffield Barracks in Hawaii.)
They called me the Lady of Salsa.”

Music runs in the family for the Blount
household as well. Her husband, MUC
Jimmy Blount, plays the trombone in the
Seventh Fleet Band. Their son Justin plays
the saxophone.

D.J. Martha said goodbye to Yokosuka
in her last Salsa block party last month. In

message contents
celebration,
hirthday,
thank you,

congratulations,
welcome back,
miss you,
farewell
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community for giving me the support they
have throughout the years, and definitely
the Japanese community because they
stepped in powerfully.”

Latin music night will continue every
Thursday night in Sharky’s at Club
Alliance with dance lessons by Andres
Nagachi, who worked extensively with
D.J. Martha. For more information on
Latin night, call 243-5951.
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